
CLEAN ENERGY 
ASSESSMENTS 
Whitman County, WA



RENEWABLE ENERGY

▪ In 2022 SSB 5910 was passed, which required DOR to publish guidance, to advise 
county assessors when appraising renewable energy facilities to include a cost-
based appraisal method and industry specific valuation tables for Solar, Wind, and 
Energy Storage. This bill was particular to renewable energy production of at least 
1 megawatt of nameplate capacity and all other equipment and materials that 
comprise the property – but did not include equipment or materials attached to a 
single-family residence. The two new trend columns, one for utility-scale solar and 
wind generation (Trend RG) and one for utility-scale battery storage (trend RS) are 
included in the attached tables. The original cost reported to the county should be 
less any tax credits that are received based on the initial capital that was invested 
into the project.



TREND
RG

▪ utility-scale 
solar and wind 
generation

▪ Cost* reported 
to county by 
business 
owner/manager 



PALOUSE WINDS 
PROJECT
60 Towers plus

Transmission lines

Districts 

110    35%

117      1%

130    44%

131    20%

2014 2015

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             74,298,000.00 $             868,989.52 $             97,304,335.00 $          1,169,919.68 

2016 2017

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             89,996,307.00 $          1,145,532.24 $             83,484,972.00 $             976,306.96 

2018 2019

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             76,404,606.00 $          1,004,968.58 $             70,694,751.00 $             855,434.78 

2020 2021

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             66,126,474.00 $             889,861.22 $             62,243,422.00 $             819,802.66 

2022 2023

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             58,017,606.00 $             790,034.62 $             55,736,848.00 $             821,187.50 

2024

Assessed Valuation Property Tax Paid

$             55,163,192.00 $             701,779.61 

2015 Tax Paid 

(project completed)

$1,169,919.68

2024 Tax Paid

$701,779.61

9 year span 

Tax Difference

$468,140



TAX DISTRICT 110



TAX DISTRICT 117



TAX DISTRICT 130



TAX DISTRICT 131
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2024 

Levy Rate

District 64 

$11.3053

District 67

$12.8105

District 68

$12.6731



SHB 
1756

A personal 

property tax 

exemption for 

personal property 

used exclusively 

for the generation 

or storage of 

renewable energy.



RCW 84.34
WAC 458-30-200(2)(D)

Commercial Agricultural Purposes” Defined WAC 458-30-200(2)(n) 

"Commercial agricultural purposes" means the use of farm and agricultural 

land on a continuous and regular basis, prior to and subsequent to 

application for classification or reclassification, that demonstrates that the 

owner or lessee is engaged in and intends to obtain through lawful means, a 

monetary profit from cash income by producing an agricultural product.



CURRENT USE / OPEN SPACE ACRES
Palouse Winds Project- 1,994 acres in soil class valuation, Soils 1-5

▪ 2 0000 43 19 02 **** 160 acres

1acre homesite

▪ 2 0000 43 19 10 **** 155.54 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 11 **** 120 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 12 **** 119 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 12 **** 40 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 12 **** 120 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 12 **** 160 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 13 **** 80 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 13 **** 80 acres

▪ 2 0000 43 19 13 **** 160 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 17 **** 160 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 18 **** 157 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 19 **** 160 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 19 **** 118 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 19 **** 44 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 20 **** 80 acres

▪ 2 0000 44 19 20 **** 80 acres

Agricultural land classified under 84.34 RCW



OPEN SPACE 
REMOVAL
Compensating tax

Additional Tax, Interest, Penalty

Removals are generally due to one of four reasons: (for both DFL 

RCW 84.33.140 and Open Space RCW 84.34.108) 

 Owner request; 

 Sale/Transfer to exempt owner; 

 Sale/Transfer with no signed continuance; 

 Assessor determination, based on: * Failure of owner to respond to 

assessor’s written request for information about the use of the land* 

Failure of owner to comply with a Title 76 order * Land is no longer 

being used for the purpose for which it was granted classification * 

Land was classified in error through no fault of the owner 

WAC 458-30-700(6) ”Compensating tax is imposed when land is removed from its 

designated land status. This tax recaptures taxes that would have been paid on the land if it 

had been assessed and taxed at its true and fair value instead of the forest land value.”

• Calculated by determining the difference between market value and ag value in the year of 

removal. 

• Multiply that difference by the last levy rate extended on the land and multiply by up to 

nine. 

• Current year’s tax (Jan 1 to date of removal) due within 30 days, balance on regular due 

dates

RCW 84.40.038(1) If removal is the result of a sale, comp tax (if imposed) is due and payable 

at the time of conveyance



CHANGE IN VALUE BY TCA

▪ Potential of devaluation in relativity to Palouse Winds project


	Slide 1: Clean energy assessments 
	Slide 2: Renewable Energy
	Slide 3: Trend Rg
	Slide 4: Palouse Winds Project
	Slide 5: Tax District 110
	Slide 6: Tax District 117
	Slide 7: Tax District 130
	Slide 8: Tax District 131
	Slide 9: Harvest hills project
	Slide 10: SHB 1756
	Slide 11: RCW 84.34 WAC 458-30-200(2)(d)
	Slide 12: Current Use / open space acres
	Slide 13: Open Space Removal
	Slide 14: Change in Value by tca

