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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
Purpose of checklist:

Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your proposal are
significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization or compensatory
mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental impact statement will be
prepared to further analyze the proposal.

Instructions for applicants:

This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please answer each
question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. You may need to consult with an agency specialist
or private consultant for some questions. You may use “not applicable” or "does not apply" only when you can
explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown. You may also attach or incorporate by
reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate answers to these questions often avoid delays with the
SEPA process as well as later in the decision-making process.

The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of time or on
different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal or its
environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your answers or
provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant adverse impact.

Instructions for Lead Agencies:

Additional information may be necessary to evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the
proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts. The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source
of information needed to make an adequate threshold determination. Once a threshold determination is made, the
lead agency is responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents.

Use of checklist for nonproject proposals:

For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D). Please
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project,” "applicant,” and "property or
site" should be read as "proposal,” "proponent,” and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements —that do not
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal.

A. BACKGROUND

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:
Update to Chapter 19.61 — Commercial Wind Energy Facilities.

2. Name of applicant:
Whitman County Public Works.

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:
P.O. Box 430, Colfax, WA 99111. Alan L. Thomson, County Planner, 509-397-5211.

4. Date checklist prepared:
February 5, 2026.
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5. Agency requesting checklist:
Whitman County Public Works.

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
A decision by the Board of County Commissioners on the proposed amendments is
scheduled for March 2, 2026.

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with
this proposal? If yes, explain.
No. There are no specific plans for future revisions to Ch. 19.61 of the Whitman County
Code. But the Planning Commission may consider revisions in future.

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared,
directly related to this proposal.
In development and preparation of the proposed amendments the Whitman County
Planning Commission investigated and received much environmental information about
potential impacts of commercial wind turbines on the environment and public health. The
materials considered by the Planning Commission were also reviewed by the undersigned
in the preparation of this checklist.

Furthermore, while not directly related to these proposed code amendments, Whitman
County is aware that in response to 2023 legislation codified at RCW 43.21C.535, the
Washington Department of Ecology published a State Environmental Policy Act Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Utility-Scale Onshore Wind Energy
Facilities in Washington State Programmatic Environmental Impact State in June of 2025.
This PEIS considers multiple utility-scale wind plus battery energy storage scenarios, one
of which includes utility-scale wind in areas with agricultural uses. A link to the document
is found here: chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/d
ocuments/2506003.pdf

This PEIS must be considered during project review should Whitman County ever receive
an application for a commercial wind energy facility per RCW 43.21C.535(1), and it must be
used at that time by utilizing one of the four methods set forth in RCW 43.21C.535(2)(b)(i)
through (iv).

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly
affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain.

No, none have been filed to our knowledge.
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10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.
A decision by the Board of County Commissioners for their approval, rejection, or

amending this proposal.

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the
project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain
aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this page. (Lead agencies
may modify this form to include additional specific information on project description.)

The County is conducting a review of the current commercial wind ordinance to see if it is
necessary to update this code. The updates cover the entirety of the County's Agricultural
District. Wind energy facilities are already conditionally allowed in Whitman County’s
Agricultural District zone under Chapter 19.61 Whitman County Code (WCC). SEPA review
was performed on Ch. 19.61 WCC prior to its initial adoption in November 2009. Amending
WCC Ch. 19.61 is a non-project action. A non-project action includes “[t]he adoption or
amendment of comprehensive land use plans or zoning ordinances [ ]”. WAC 197-11-
704(2)(b). Non-project means that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for
a development permit or approval. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. The effect of the proposed amendments will be the
application of more rigorous development standards on commercial wind energy facilities
in Whitman County than exist today. The revisions would not add or eliminate any land use
districts (zones) in Whitman County where commercial wind energy facilities are
conditionally allowed - they remain allowed with a CUP only in the Agricultural District
zone.

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location of
your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known.
If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s).
Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available.
While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or
detailed plans submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist.
All of the County’s Agricultural District.

B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS

1. Earth: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. A non-project means that
the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time and will adhere to
the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and application of
the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the foregoing, the answers
under #1 are not applicable (N/A) for this particular request.
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a. General description of the site
(circle one): Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous,
other

b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?

c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat,
muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in
removing any of these soils.

d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If so,
describe.

e. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of
any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill.

f.  Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe.

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any:

2. Air: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. A non-project means that the
activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #2 are N/A for this particular request.

a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction,
operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and give
approximate quantities if known.

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If so,

generally describe.

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:

3. Water: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means that the activity
subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or approval. Specifically,
commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the Agricultural District zone. The
proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses in the Agricultural District zone. No
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development will be automatically approved by passage of the amended ordinance. Any future
development to which this revised code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at
that time, and the County will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the
consideration and application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the foregoing, the
answers under #3 are N/A for this particular request.

a. Surface Water:

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If yes, describe type
and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into.

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described
waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed
from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.
Indicate the source of fill material.

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site plan.

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so,
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

b. Ground Water:

1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, give
a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities withdrawn
from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general description, purpose,
and approximate quantities if known.

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or
other sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number
of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.

c. Water runoff (including stormwater):

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow?
Will this water flow into other waters? If so, describe.

2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.

3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If so,
describe.

SEPA Environmental Checklist - Whitman County
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d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage pattern
impacts, if any:

4. Plants: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means that
the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #4 are N/A for this particular request.

a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site:
___deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other
_____evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other
____shrubs
____grass

pasture
_____crop or grain
_____Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops.
___wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other
____water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other
____other types of vegetation

b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?
c. List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance
vegetation on the site, if any:

e. List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.

5. Animals: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means that
the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #5 are N/A for this particular request.
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a. List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known
to be on or near the site. Examples include:

birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:
mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:
fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other

o}

. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.

. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain.
. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:

[o RN o}

. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site.

o

6. Energy and natural resources: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-
project means that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a
development permit or approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are
already allowed in the Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not
add or remove any uses in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be
automatically approved by passage of the amended ordinance. Any future
development to which this revised code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA
review at that time, and the County will adhere to the requirements of RCW
43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and application of the Washington
Department of Ecology Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
described above at Section A.8. Based on the foregoing, the answers under #6 are
N/A for this particular request.

a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet
the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating,
manufacturing, etc.

o

. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?
If so, generally describe.

o

. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal?
List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:

7. Environmental health: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project
means that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development
permit or approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed
in the Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove
any uses in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically
approved by passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which
this revised code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and
the County will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the
consideration and application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8.
Based on the foregoing, the answers under #7 are N/A for this particular request.
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a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk

of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?
If so, describe.

1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses.

2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development and

design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines located within
the project area and in the vicinity.

3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced during the
project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating life of the project.

4) Describe special emergency services that might be required.
5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:

b. Noise:

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:
traffic, equipment, operation, other)?

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a
short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi-
cate what hours noise would come from the site.

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:

8. Land and shoreline use: The proposed revised code is a non-project action to amend
the development regulations contained in Chapter 19.61 WCC. Commercial wind
energy facilities are already allowed in the Agricultural District zone under Ch. 19.61
WCC. Specifically, the proposed amendments do not propose any new land or
shoreline uses for this zone, and they also do not propose to remove any categories
of land or shoreline uses that are already allowed in this zone. Because this is a non-
project action, the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development

permit or approval. No development will be automatically approved by passage of the
amended ordinance.

a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current land
uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.

b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe.
How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to
other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, how

many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to non-farm or non-forest
use?

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal business
operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, tilling, and
harvesting? If so, how:
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¢. Describe any structures on the site.

d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?

e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?

g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?

h. Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so, specify.
i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?

j- Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?

k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:

L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land
uses and plans, if any:

m. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with nearby agricultural and forest lands of
long-term commercial significance, if any:

9. Housing: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means that
the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. No development will be automatically approved by passage of the amended
ordinance. Any future development to which this revised code would apply will
undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County will adhere to the
requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and application of the
Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the foregoing, the answers
under #9 are N/A for this particular request.

a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, mid-
dle, or low-income housing.

b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing.

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:

10. Aesthetics: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means
that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. No development will be automatically approved by passage of the amended
ordinance. Any future development to which this revised code would apply will
undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County will adhere to the
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requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and application of the
Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the foregoing, the answers
under #10 are N/A for this particular request.

a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is
the principal exterior building material(s) proposed?

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be aitered or obstructed?
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:

11. Light and glare: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means
that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #11 are N/A for this particular request.

a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it mainly
occur?

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views?
c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:

12. Recreation: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means
that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #12 are N/A for this particular request.

a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?

b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe.
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c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:

13. Historic and cultural preservation: The proposed revised code is a non-project action.
Non-project means that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a
development permit or approval. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities
are already allowed in the Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do
not add or remove any uses in the Agricultural District zone. Any future development
to which this revised code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that
time, and the County will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding
the consideration and application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8.
Based on the foregoing, the answers under #13 are N/A for this particular request.

a. Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years
old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers located on or

near the site? If so, specifically describe.

b. Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation?
This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, or
areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies conducted

at the site to identify such resources.

c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources
on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc.

d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to
resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required.

14. Transportation: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means
that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #14 are N/A for this particular request.

a. ldentify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and describe
proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.

b. Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so, generally
describe. If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop?
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¢. How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal
have? How many would the project or proposal eliminate?

d. Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian,
bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe
(indicate whether public or private).

e. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air
transportation? If so, generally describe.

f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? If
known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would be
trucks (such as commercial and non-passenger vehicles). What data or transportation models
were used to make these estimates?

g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest
products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:

15. Public services: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means
that the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #15 are N/A for this particular request.

a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection,
police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe.

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.

16. Utilities: The proposed revised code is a non-project action. Non-project means that
the activity subject to SEPA review is not a proposal for a development permit or
approval. Specifically, commercial wind energy facilities are already allowed in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not add or remove any uses
in the Agricultural District zone. No development will be automatically approved by
passage of the amended ordinance. Any future development to which this revised
code would apply will undergo a separate SEPA review at that time, and the County
will adhere to the requirements of RCW 43.21C.535 regarding the consideration and
application of the Washington Department of Ecology Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement described above at Section A.8. Based on the
foregoing, the answers under #16 are N/A for this particular request.
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a. Circle utilities currently available at the site:
electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system,
other

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service,
and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might
be needed.

C. SIGNATURE

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. | understand that the lead
agency is relying on them to make its decision.

Signature: %A%\ szal,,

Name of signee AszApn /\‘m@HB@N

Position and Agency/Organization C—OU/\/T\,/ P/\/M//UE/L’, UWH Ty QoonTY”
Date Submitted: oy,
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D. SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NON-PROJECT ACTIONS

(IT IS NOT NECESSARY to use this sheet for project actions)

Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction
with the list of the elements of the environment.

When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of
activities likely to result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or

at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented. Respond briefly and in general
terms.

1. How would the proposai be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; pro-

duction, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise?
The proposed changes to the code would not affect them. Commercial wind energy facilities are
already an allowed use with a conditional use permit in the Agricultural District zone. The
proposed amendments to the Whitman County Code would improve upon the development
regulations applicable to such facilities through increased rigor and protective measures. If in the
future an application to build a commercial wind farm is received by the County it will undergo a
conditional use process and SEPA environmental review, as discussed in further detail in A.8,
above.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are:
If there is a project-specific permit that is applied for in the future, these areas will be part of that
SEPA review before any permit could be issued.

2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?

The proposed changes to the code would not have any effect on this. Commercial wind energy
facilities are already an allowed use with a conditional use permit in the Agricultural District zone.
The proposed amendments to the Whitman County Code improve upon the development
regulations applicable to such facilities through increased rigor and protective measures. If in the
future an application to build a commercial wind farm is received by the county, its effects will be
evaluated under SEPA, as described in A.8 above, during the CUP review process.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are:
If there is a project-specific permit that is applied for in the future, these areas will be part of that
SEPA review before any permit could be issued.

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?

The proposed changes to the code will not deplete energy resources. Commercial wind energy
facilities are already an allowed use with a conditional use permit in the Agricultural District zone.
Whenever a commercial wind energy facility is permitted and operates, more electrons are
generated through the capture of kinetic energy (motion) and add to energy resources. Impacts of
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this already-allowed use on natural resources would be specifically evaluated at the project level
if, in the future, an application to build a commercial wind farm is received by the county. In that
case, the project-level effects of a proposal will be evaluated under SEPA, as described in A.8
above, during the CUP review process. i.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are:
Should the county ever receive an application for a commercial wind energy facility, it would be
evaluated as a proposed conditional use under WCC 19.61 and would be subject to SEPA review
as further described in A.8, above. The applicant would further be required to comply with all
other applicable county code provisions, including without limit the county’s Critical Areas
Ordinance.

4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or

areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,

wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or

cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands?
Commercial wind energy facilities are already an allowed use with a conditional use permit in the
Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments to WCC Chapter 19.61 improve upon the
protection of these resources because the development regulations applicable to such facilities
would contain more rigorous standards following adoption of the proposed amendments. The
applicant would further be required to comply with all other applicable county code provisions,

including without limit the county’s Critical Areas Ordinance.

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:
Impacts of this already-allowed use would be specifically evaluated at the project level if, in the
future, an application to build a commercial wind farm is received by the county. In that case, the
project-level effects of a proposal will be evaluated under SEPA, as described in A.8 above,
during the CUP review process. The amended provisions of WCC 19.61 would be applied, and the
applicant would further be required to comply with all other applicable county code provisions,
including without limit the county’s Critical Areas Ordinance.

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it
would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

No changes to categories of allowed land or shoreline uses will occur as a result of the proposed
action. Commercial wind energy facilities are already an allowed-use with a conditional use permit
in the Agricultural District zone. The proposed amendments do not change that — no new use is
added, and no existing use is removed. In addition to having to comply with WCC 19.61 (including
as revised if the amendments proposed by this action to increase the rigor of the development
standards are adopted), any future proposed wind facility would have to comply with the county’s
Shoreline Management Plan, and all other Whitman County Code zoning code requirements,
applicable development regulations and other pertinent county codes.
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Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are:
See responses to D.1 through D.4 immediately above.

6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public
services and utilities?

It will not have any increased demands. Commercial wind energy facilities are already an allowed
use with a conditional use permit in the Agricultural District zone.

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are:
See responses to D.1 through D.5 immediately above.

7. Identify, if possibie, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or
requirements for the protection of the environment.

None known. Furthermore, any future wind farms in Whitman County must comply with all

applicable local, state, and federal laws.
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WHITMAN COUNTY

Depantuent of Public Works

Mailing Address:
PO. Box 430

Colfax, WA 99111-0430
Administration/Engineering ]
Road Maintenance P'::ON_E' (509) 397;1622
Equipment Rental &Revolving ax: (500) 397-6210
Solid Waste Division N. 310 Main
Planning Division 2nd Floor Public Service Bldg.
Building & Development Colfax, WA 99111

DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS)

Description of proposal: Whitman County proposes to amend development regulations in
Whitman County Code Chapter 19.61 pertaining to the development of Commercial
Wind Energy Facilities in the Agricultural District. Commercial wind energy facilities are
already conditionally allowed in the district. The effect of the proposed amendments will
be the application of more rigorous development standards on commercial wind energy
facilities in Whitman County than exist today. The amendments would not add or
eliminate any land use districts (zones) in Whitman County where commercial wind
energy facilities are conditionally allowed.

Proponent: Whitman County.

Location of proposal, including street address, if any: All of the Agricultural District of
Whitman County.

Lead agency: Whitman County.

The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does not have a probable significant
adverse impact on the environment. An environmental impact statement [EIS] is not required
under RCW 43.21C.030[2][c]. This decision was made after review of a completed
environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency. Copies of the
DNS are available at no charge from the County Planning Office, Whitman County
Public Service Building (2nd Floor), N. 310 Main St., Colfax, WA 99111. The DNS is also
posted on the County website at www.whitmancounty.gov.

Further information regarding this decision is available through the Whitman County
Planning Office, Whitman County Public Service Building (2nd Floor), Colfax, WA,
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 PM Monday through Friday.

_X_This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340 (2); the lead agency will not act on this
proposal for 14 days from the date below. (14 days from February 5, 2026) Comments must
be submitted by 5:00 PM on Thursday, February 19, 2026. Unless modified, this
determination will become final following the comment deadline.

Responsible official: Alan L. Thomson

Position/title: County Planner, Phone: (509) 397-5211
Address: P.O. Box 430, Colfax, WA, 99111-0430
Date: February 5, 2026.
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Chapter 19.61 — COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY FACILITIES

Section 19.61.010 - PBeclaration-of-Intent-Purpose

£\

To provide requirements for permitting, operating, and decommissioning of

commercial wind energy. With safeguards that the impacts of such facilities on the
health, safety, and welfare to people in the County are avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated accordingly

To provide site criteria for the utilization of the County’s wind energy resources.
Each commercial wind energy facility will be subjected to individualized review and
the imposition of conditions based on site-specific information that will be tailored to
address project impacts in accordance with the adopted site criteria. The ultimate
goal is to achieve a predictable but sensitive siting process that effectively
addresses project impacts.

Section 19.61.015 Definitions

A

Applicant
The entity responsible for the application of this project; and any subseguent parties

to whom ownership is transferred through the life of the project up until
decommissioning is complete.

Commercial Operations

The phase of facility operation that begins after construction and testing are
complete and the facility is approved for operation, during which the enerqy facility
generates electricity for commercial sale or on-site use. For purposes of this
ordinance, the commencement of commercial operations shall mark the start of the
operational phase for compliance and decommissioning timelines.

Commercial Wind Energy Facilities

An electricity-generating facility under common ownership or operating control
consisting of one or more wind turbines of generating capacity exceeding 1
Megawatt (MW) including substations, meteorological towers, cables/wires and
ancillary buildings or structures.

Decommissioning

The process of permanently ceasing operations and dismantling a wind energy
facility, including removal of turbines, towers, foundations, transmission lines, and
ancillary structures; proper disposal or recycling of materials in accordance with
applicable laws; and restoration of the project site in accordance with approved
decommissioning and site restoration plans.

Decommissioning and Site Restoration Plan

The written plan submitted by the applicant and approved by Whitman County,
describing the methods, schedule, and financial assurances for decommissioning
and site restoration of a wind enerqy facility. The plan shall include provisions for
removal of equipment, disposal or recycling of materials, restoration of the project

Page 1 of 21



Chapter 19.61 -~ COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY FACILITIES

site, and demonstration of adequate financial assurance to guarantee completion of
decommissioning and site restoration obligations.

Irrevocable Standby Trust Fund

A trust established by the applicant and approved by Whitman County to receive and
hold funds transferred from a surety bond or other financial assurance instrument, for
the sole purpose of completing decommissioning and site restoration obligations in
accordance with the approved decommissioning and site restoration plan. The trust
shall be irrevocable and remain in effect until Whitman County determines that all
decommissioning and site restoration requirements have been satisfactorily
completed. The irrevocable standby trust fund shall serve as the repository for any
funds drawn upon by Whitman County to ensure continuous financial assurance
coverage if the applicant or surety fails to perform.

. Meteorological Tower

A tower or mast equipped with instruments to measure meteorological conditions,
including, but not limited to, wind speed, wind direction, and temperature, for the
purpose of evaluating or monitoring wind energy resources. Anemometers and
similar devices are considered accessories to a meteorological tower.

. Micrositing

The process of determining the precise placement of wind turbines, associated
facility structures, and internal access roads within the boundaries of the approved
project area or corridors, based on site-specific engineering, environmental, and
regulatory constraints.

Non-consenting landowner
Any landowner who has not granted contractual consent for the siting of turbines or
associated infrastructure on or near their property.

Non-participating landowner

Any landowner who does not have a contractual agreement with the wind energy
facility owner or operator for the siting of turbines or associated infrastructure on or
near their property

Notice of Intent to Terminate Commercial Operations

The written notice submitted by the facility owner or operator to Whitman County
declaring the intent to permanently cease commercial operations of a wind energy
facility. Such notice shall initiate the decommissioning and site restoration process in
accordance with the approved decommissioning and site restoration Plan and
applicable financial assurance requirements.

Occupied Building

A residence (occupied or unoccupied), dwelling, school, hospital, church, public
library, or other structure regularly used for public assembly, as well as barns,
stables, or other agricultural buildings used for housing or sheltering livestock, that
are occupied or in use at the time of permit application.
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. Operator
The entity responsible for the day-to-day operation and maintenance of the

commercial wind energy facility.

. Project corridor/area

The approved boundaries within which wind turbines, internal access roads,
electrical transmission lines (above and below ground), meteorological towers, and
ancillary buildings or structures of a wind energy facility are located.

. Project Site
The land area subject to County approval for a wind enerqy facility, including all

lands within the permit boundary that are reviewed for environmental impacts,
mitigation, and compliance, whether or not turbines or facility structures are
ultimately constructed on those lands.

Site Preparation

The stage of development prior to construction of a wind energy facility, including
activities such as clearing, grading, excavation, installation of erosion and sediment
controls, and establishment of access roads or temporary work areas, undertaken for
the purpose of preparing the project site for construction in accordance with
approved permits and plans. Site preparation should also include measures to
protect adjacent agricultural uses, livestock facilities, and natural resources during
pre-construction activities.

. Site Restoration

The process of returning the project site to a condition consistent with surrounding
land uses, including regrading, re-vegetation, and removal of access roads or other
infrastructure, in accordance with approved plans and applicable County standards.
The process of permanently ceasing operations and dismantling a wind energy
facility, including removal of turbines, towers, foundations, transmission lines, and
ancillary structures; proper disposal or recycling of materials in accordance with
applicable laws; and restoration of the project site in accordance with approved

plans.

. Shadow Flicker

The alternating pattern of light and shadow cast on the ground, residences, or other
structures when rotating wind turbine blades periodically obstruct direct sunlight.

. Surety Bond.
A financial guarantee instrument issued by a surety company listed as acceptable in

Circular 570 of the U.S. Department of the Treasury and authorized to do business in
the State of Washington, posted by the wind enerqy facility owner or operator, and
payable to Whitman County, to ensure performance of decommissioning and site
restoration obligations in accordance with county the approved decommissioning and
site restoration plan and applicable requirements.
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Chapter 19.61 — COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY FACILITIES

Tk

Turbine Height
the vertical distance measured from the finished grade at the base of the tower

foundation to the tip of the rotor blade at its highest vertical extension.

Wind turbine
A wind energy conversion device consisting of a tower, rotor, and nacelie that
converts kinetic energy from wind into electrical power.

Section 19.61.020 — Application of Standards and Criteria

Due to the unique nature of each wind energy project site, this section sets forth the
requirements and standards for the review and granting of a conditional use permit for a
commercial wind energy facility.

A. Purpose. The following standards and regulations are necessary for the health,

B.

safety, general welfare and convenience of the inhabitants of the County.

Permits. No person or applicant shall establish a commercial wind energy facility
without first complying with the provisions and standards of this ordinance and
obtaining all necessary state and local permits and approvals.

Pre CenditionalUse Application Public Meeting. Fhe Prior to submitting an
application, the project applicant will hold a minimum of ere-two informal community
meetings. within-the-County-te One of which will be held within twenty nautical miles
of the proposed project site and the other shall be held in the County Seat of
Whitman County, to inform the public about the proposed facility and provide
opportunity for public comment. Planning staff will take responsibility for arranging
these meetings.

Permits Required. Before any person shall commence construction, a valid
conditional use permit shall be approved. Prior to road construction on county roads
and/or new intersections with a county road, county road use and right-of-way
permits shall be obtained. Building permits must be obtained before foundations are
prepared.

Permit Application. Application for a conditional use permit to create a commercial
wind energy facility shall be filed with the Planning Office. The appilication for a
conditional use permit shall be in writing, signed by the applicant, and shall include
the following:

1. The name and address of the applicant;

2. The project site location and a listing of the tax parcels and parcel ownerships of
the proposed facility;

3. Twelve copies of the complete layout plan for persons reviewing the application.
These plans shall contain th