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z 2022 Joint City-State SMP Periodic Review



“…to prevent the inherent harm in an uncoordinated and piecemeal 
development of the state's shorelines.” RCW 90.58.020

SMA Policy Areas:

• Environmental protection

• Public Access

• Water-dependent and preferred uses

Shoreline Management Act (SMA) - RCW 90.58



RCW 90.58.050 - establishes a cooperative 

program of shoreline management between local 

government and the state. 

Local government - initiates the planning required by 

this chapter and administering the regulatory 

program consistent with the policy and provisions 

of this chapter. 

Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs)

Ecology - shall act primarily in a supportive and review capacity with an emphasis on 

providing assistance to local government and on insuring compliance with the policy and 

provisions of this chapter.
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Deadline: June 30 of year listed 
*Whitman County has been 
granted a year extension  and is 
due June 30, 2023

(RCW 90.58.080)

The SMA mandates a schedule for the periodic review of  your 
SMP at least every 8-years



1. Revised Code of Washington(RCW) &  
Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

2. Comprehensive Plan & development 
regulations

3. Local circumstances, new information, 
improved data

Conduct Review of  the SMP for changes to:



Use Ecology Checklist & Guidance to address 

changes to RCW and WAC



Joint state/local review

WAC 173-26-104

30 day Joint City/State Public 
Comment Period

Joint City/State Public Hearing



Next Steps:

Response to Comments 
Provide responses to all 
comments received and 
determine if additional 
amendment modifications are 
necessary.  

Submit to Ecology for 

Initial Determination 

After comment period and prior to 

local adoption. Ecology will provide a 

written initial determination of 

consistency with SMA and 

Guidelines.

Local Adoption 

After receiving written concurrence from 

Ecology, locally adopt the proposed SMP 

amendments.

Submit Locally Adopted 

SMP amendments to 

Ecology 

Per WAC 173-26-110.

*The SMP Amendments will be effective 14-

days after Ecology’s formal written approval.



Ecology is required to review all SMP amendments to ensure 
consistency with the Shoreline Management Act and 

implementing rules.

In order to approve the local jurisdiction’s Periodic Review and proposed 
SMP amendment, Ecology must conclude that the proposed amendment 
satisfies the criteria found in WAC 173-26-201(1)(c). This includes the 
conclusion that the SMP amendment:

➢ will not foster uncoordinated and piecemeal development of the state’s 
shorelines (WAC 173-26-201(2)(c)(i); and 

➢ will assure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions will result from 
implementation of the amended master program (WAC 173-26-
201(2)(c)(iv)).



Questions?

Lauren Bromley, Shoreline 
Planner, Shorelands & Environmental 
Assistance Program, Washington State 
Department of Ecology

Lauren.Bromley@ecy.wa.gov

https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-

Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-

management/Shoreline-coastal-

planning/Shoreline-planners-toolbox 



Purpose: The intent behind this periodic review is 
to bring Whitman County and coalition into 
conformance with all applicable requirements 
and regulations relating to Shoreline 
Management and Critical Areas. 

Whitman County Coalition - SMP

• Whitman County 

• Albion

• Colfax

• Palouse

• Pullman

• Rosalia

• Tekoa

Whitman County Shoreline Master Program Update Overview
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Periodic Update 
Summary – what’s 
changed?

• Cost Thresholds

• Streamlined Process: Ecology 

• Non-conforming/ Conforming 
Provisions 

• Exemptions: American with 
Disabilities Act, Federal lands, 
enhancement projects

• Clarification to definitions, 
procedures

• Wetland Delineation, Critical areas 
guidance 

• Floating home regulations



Q&A/ Next 

Steps



Thank you.

Contact:

Rachel Granrath, AICP
Senior Planner, SCJ Alliance

Rachel.Granrath@scjalliance.com

o. 509.835.3770, ext. 295

mailto:Rachel.Granrath@scjalliance.com

